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that there was only one God, and that he, Mohammed, was His prophet.
Khadijah, needless to say, was his first convert, and others soon followed, Ali among the earliest. Abu Talib made no objection, and seems for long to have regarded his nephew's latest aberration with tolerant amusement, as likewise did most of the townspeople, with whom Mohammed was rather popular than otherwise.
The new religion, however, began to gain converts in numbers which menaced certain vested interests. Mecca depended for its prosperity on the pilgrims to the shrine, and, obviously, if one of the principal citizens were to be allowed, not only to condemn and ridicule the existing religious system, but to convert others to his views, that prosperity was likely to suffer. Though they were by no means fanatical, it yet certainly behoved the Meccans to keep an eye on their material interests. Such at any rate was the opinion at the time.
In Arabia, when the continued existence of an individual seems to the public to be undesirable, he is generally assassinated. The Meccans, however, were very reluctant to adopt this simple method of dealing with the situation, because it would have involved a blood feud between Mohammed's family, the Benee Hashim, and that to which the assassin happened to belong. The Benee Hashim were a very powerful force at the time, and Abu Talib, who was fond of his nephew, was not a man to fall foul of lightly. Mohammed therefore was allowed to continue his preaching for several years almost unmolested, and it was only when the defection of some of their principal citizens awoke the Meccans to the gravity of the danger, that strong measures were ultimately adopted. In order to minimize the risk of civil war, it was arranged that a representative of every family in Mecca, except the Benee Hashim, should take part in the murder.
Mohammed, however, got wind of the plot and fled to Medina, where he was followed in course of time by most of his disciples. The people of this town, which lies about three hundred miles north of Mecca on the road between that place and Syria, had shown themselves particularly well disposed to receive his teaching. The stojopes of Ms escape wpr,e j^nmtipprf; <ajid- it owed